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lLetter from the Editor.

As this is mu very first newsletter since being guided into the
pasition let me officially introduce myse!lf and tell you & little about
myself. My name 1= Garry Brett and [ have o=en living in the fair city
of Saskatoon since 1990 with my wife and gon. | have besn involved in
the club officially since February of 1994. 1| had my first contact with
the club through Rick back in 199¢@ when he took me out to the dark site
for a tour.

I am gust a beginner in the viewing part af ustronomg as 1 have spent
all of my time building scopes rather than 100L1ng through them. In fact
I have spent so little time viewing that the only thing | can find with
any certainty is the Earth and { am just about sure where the moon is.
Rick Huziak will attest to the fact that I have .several scopes sitting
in my basement in various stages of construction. [ am proud of the fact
that one of the scopes.{ have built will be appearing in an issue of
‘Astronomy magazine at some time in the near future. I spent months
writing the article for them and ! have been waiting for over a year for
it to appear. In a phone conversation with Robert Purnham last year he
told me sometime late 94 early "99. My article will be shortened and
combined with some other things. That’'s about all there is to tell about
me. I hope that everyone will be patient with meé as 1 learn the ins and
outs of producing our newsletter. It will be awhile before the letter
will ever approach the quality it had with Gordon Sartu as editor. We
all entend a thank-ygou for the dedication you cshowed in producing our
newsletter Gordon and I hope that I can call on you once in awhile for
some advice or help.

Speaking of calling on people I want help from everyone in our club.
If you look back at all of cur ﬁEbSlEttEPS Just about all of the
articles are from the same peocple, and I think we should all help them
out alittie. I am hoping that everyone on- the exetutive will submit an
article or two. I also want tec hear from some of the genewal'members,
especially the new ones, on the types of articles you would like to seea.
I also want uou to send me articies or call me with an idea for an
article any time you want. This is our newsletter and the more people
contribute to it the better it will get. i have enclosed a questionnaire
at the end of the letter and 1 ask that ALL MEMEERS please fill it out
and get it back to me as zoon as possibl Your response will help me
put out a newsletter that will appsal tn everyone and have a little
something for everyone.

A couple of ideas that [ am thinking sbout is tapping into the vast
pools of knowledges that we have in our club with regards to viewing,
building, photography, computers ...just to mention a few. I would like
to have a computer corner and tap into the knowledge of Jim Young and
also develop a software libraru. I would also like to have a
photographers corner and use the expertise of Al Hartridge and perhaps
get him to give a seminar on different aspects of astrophotography.l am
hoping to perhaps get Dr. Kennedy to share some of his historical
knowledge in an article every month. I could go on for pages but I think
you get the idea of what I want to do.

1 welcomeé any suggestions so call me at 394 18807 anytime up till
12.0%pm. 2+ v o v« . L Garry Bretti
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Editors Mema:

If the Neusletter seems a little unorganized it isn’t your
immagination. I was rushing arcund trying to put everything
together 1/Z hour before | had to drop this off to get
photocopied. [ promise that next issus will be better. Please
remember that if you want to submit an article {(and | encourage
you to do sa) the deadline is the ist of each month.
ThankS......Garryl
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The President’s plessage and other Hamblings
Richard Huziak

There is always a lat to information to pass along to members. I try toc do
mach of this at the General Meetings, but only about 407 of members can
attend for one reason or another. So I will try to keep everyone up to
date with an occasional President’s HMessage et al. So here goes:

Scott McGibney — In case you’'re missing a lawn chair, it’s in the warm up
shelter at the Rystrom Observatory. You left it there during one of cur
Jupiter Collision marathons. :

And before we get really serious, my 3-year old daughter came to me one
day and said “"Dadduy, I learned all the planets in school today. They are
Mercury, Venus, earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn; Neptuney Pluteo and Ukuleleus"
cssssensaanaNot bad! 1 was impresced.

Anuway, new members may not be aware that getting a key for Rystrom
Observatory is not that hard. All you have to do is be a member in good
standing {pay your dues), have a short training period with an experienced
member (generally two observing sessions)y -then pay a 5 dollar key fees
which covers the cost of getting a key cut. Thereafter the observatory is
free for you to use on a first-come-first serve basis anytime (provided uou
chone ahead to the Rustrom®s). A veluntary $5.00 fee can be paid yearly to
retain your key in the next years. This money goes toward general upkeep
of the observatory. We love to see members using our facilities!

Extended members — give me a signf! You guys out there in Aneroid,
Yorkton, Swift Current and elsewhere, please write in to the Centre and let
us know what more we can dp for you. Just getting the publications and
newsletter iz not enough as far as we are concerned. Make us do more for
you'! Suggestions are welcome. I know you can’t attend the meetings and
starnights, but feel fres to contribute articles to the newsletter and sent
in pictures. We’'ll publish them. You may also convince us to do a
starniaght in your area if uou try hard enough or at least mail out
brochures and other stuff generally available at our meetings!

1 encourage sveryone in the Centre to participate in an event at least once
this year. Please considsr aiving a presentation at a General Meeting (5
minutes to 1 hour) or just bring your scope and talk about it. Otherwise,
we have a number of public events through the year-that we need person-—-
power at to take care of the displays and to talk astronomy. If you have
any ideas about the Centre, also give me call anytime at 665-3372.

New members may be intereésted to know that the Saskatoon Centre can offer a
reduced rate for subscription to Sky and Telescope magazine. If you would
like to subscribe, contact me and 1’11 tell you exactly how to go about 1t.
It costs just $36.38 Can$%$ per year. . Also, if you will be renewing your
subscription we can also offer the same discount. All books, atlas and
products that Sky Publishing Corporation puts out are available at a
percentage discount as well to Saskatoon members. X




Welcome to computer corner.

As thils is a brand new addition to our newsletter [ thought that )
would start the ball rolling. Computers can and are alot of fun to o

astronomy. If vou have the rigeht progsrams gou can view the universe
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the comfort of your cwn homs. [T you have aloct of monsy to spend you
buuy telescoses that have built in computers that will give you & tour of
the universe without you having to know the where abouts of angthing. i+
you really want to spend money Jvou can fully automate a telescope andg sit
in your living room and view the universe from the comfort 6t your easy
chair, _ ’

Alot of the astronomy programé can be out of the price reach af alot of
people, especially the younger membsrs and as & result they miss out on
some really great enjoument and rainy day activity. | recentlu got back
inte computere and right away realized that all of the astronomy software

s really outdated but I could not
afford to run out and buy more. So what did [ do?7 1 turned to computer
bulletin boards. If uou have even a basic computer and have a modem ycu
can dowunload some very up to date astronomy programs for free. Some aof
them do require a registration fee for the use of the software but this
normallu is anly $5.00 to $38.00 dollars. These fees are very reasonable
and the software is just as good as the software that youw would buy in
the store.

The try before you buy concept is an excellent way to try out some ef
the latest software on the market. At the end of this article is a list
of the better RBES in town that have astronomy software or space pictures
that a person can download. I have also included a few of the BRS set up
bd somez of our fellow R.A.5.C. HMost BBES require that you register and to
do this you give vour name, address, phone, date of birth and then you
enter a passward that youw will use each time you log on. Once you are
confirmed you can call up and have access to the BBS for a set amount of
time. So grab your computer and have funh......Editor.

LIST OF BRS WITH ASTRONOMY SECTIONG

1) International: Saskatoons largest BES. J384-74680, 384-7882

2) Edmonton R.A.5.C:..ninaes .« 1748348394685
3) Kingston R A.8.C . e cinanrnsccnanses 10153936475

4) Canadian Space SoOCIetY. ceascessncsseess l—41E-498-9981

5) Deck #b& Hindsnr............7...........1—519—252—3@52
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Note:The 1999 Observer’s Handbooks have arrived. Flease Pick
yours up at the Novembur General Meeting if possibie.d

Two New Domes for the Saskatoon Centre
ty Rick Huriak

August 3lst, we moved the old G. N. Patterson observatory from Hike
William’s acreage near Grandora, to the Rystrbom Observatoruy for winter
storage. The dome is fairly good shape and one day can house ancther 8-
inch telescope. ' It comes complete with a steel pier and wedge. 1°d liks
to thank Ted Firman (who provide the moving truck), Scott McGibney, Bill
Huydomako, Terry Prentise, Mike Williams (and me), who all hyerniated
themselves lifting the dome and building onto truck, and who suffered
through almost 208 kilometers of traveling in the two trips required to
move the ghbservatory.

The late summer months bode well for the Sazkatcon Centre’s future. On

On October 11th., our long-awaited Minnesots dome also arrived. Tha do
was delivered by Robert and Joyce Erummond of Fargo, North Dakota. Yh—
made the trip up here just to deliver the dome and +D sze what ather
amateur astronomers look like. Pob is a member of the Fargo/Hoorehsad
Astronomy Club and is retired from his professorship at Concordia College
in Moorehead,; Minnesota. The 14-foot aluminum domes cost us %108 USD. plus
$92 Can%$ in customs fees, plus $175 USD for transportation. This is a,rexl
deal! The dome is in winter storage at Al Hartridge’'s acreage. Al, Rob
and I unlpaded seemingly millions of pieces of the dome, which was braken
down inte individual gores (or are they tines, petals or segments?), plus
bolts, plus rings; plus wheels, plus drive motors, plus.... !

Unfortunately, Bob and Jouce had to drive back to Regina the same day they
arrived and couldn’t spent much tims with us. ’

I'[l

l'li

Both observatories are destined for the new dark site which we plan to
develop next year. As most members know, the Rystrom Observataory, though
very convenient, has been suffering in recent years from increased light
pollution, and the development of a new sight is a must. We are currently
looking for & new, dark_locatlcn. It any members know of & good =ziaght,
please let me know. Current prospects are Neaver Creek, Brightuwater Camp,
acreages on Highwauy 5 east, Valley Road (5W), Percy Crossthuwaite’s acreags,
and University estate farms. Wde have not really pursued any of these
strongly.

Criteria for the new site are: lack of light pollution from Saskatoon or
nearby settlements, a maximum of 1/2 hour drive from the city, winter
access, security, a stable lease and a nearby location to run power from.

Public Vlew1ng at the U of 5 Observatory

The U of § Observatory will be open to the public on Saturday evenings from
7:78 - 9:3@ p.m. from October through February. Observatory assistants
will be present to answer questions about astronomy and to assist in
viewing through the &-inch telescope. For further information, call Stan
Shadick at 966-6434.%




BINMOCULAR ASTRONOMY GRSERVING FRUGRAM
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and bimnocular observing program 1S being introduced
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this month. ¥ hotographics 1 Scotia Centre Mall, has very kindiyg

sed to sponsor this program, 1n asscciation with the Saskatoon
Centre. Chris MacAulag of FFP3 1s & askatoon Centre menber
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nrerested in promoting the use of Binoculars i obzerving,
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for beainners to astronaomd. The Centre wishes to thank MPS for th
gensrosity and assistance in the promotion of astronomy in our ci
The program instructors will be Don Friesen and 5andy Ferguson, with
Brian Friesen and Craig Reichert assisting.

The program will emphasize cunstellatiunArecognition, laocating and
observing brighter desp sku objects, such as those in the HMessier
catalogue, observing techniques and generally getting comfortable with
the sky. The opportunitu also evists to observe other phenomenas such
as aurorae and metecrs. Guidance and suggestions will alsoc be given in
the purchase of observing accessories (star charts, books, etc.) and in
binocular equipment. It is emphasised, howsver,s that owning binoculars
is not a pre-requisite for Jainﬁng the program. Naked-eye observing
will also be important

The observing sessions will take place once & month at the Saskatoon
Centre's Ruystrom CUbservatord, O the same evening as we hold our
ahservers® group mestings {usually the Saturday closest to new moon—-
however, it is aluaus announced in Saskatoon Skies). Throughout the,
winter, the sessions will begin quite early (say around 7:00-7:30
p.m.), which will enable the binocular program members to indulge in an
hour or so of instruction first, then stay on, if desired, to look
through the Centre’s telescopes and any cthers belonging tc members set
up that night. This gives everyone a chance to view through a variety
af aobserving instrumsnts of different sizes and design.

This program is being advertised cutside the Saskatoon Centre, as HFS
and the Centre.would like to get as many paople involved as
possible,(mith, of course the hope that newcomers would be interested
in joining the Centre; when they see what we are up taol. fFor non-
membere of the Centre there will be a charge of £15.08 for the progvam,
which includes a guidehook to the conctellations and Hessier charts.
For Centre members the program is free, except for a $8.8@ charge,
which covercs the costs of the guidebook and Mescier charts. &
registration form is included below.

All participants are welcome to attend the Centre’s monthly meetings in
Room A-22& of the Health Sciences Building located on Campus,s the third
Monday of each monthy at @@ pem. For further information on the
program please give m2 2 ~zll at 931-3184 or contact Don Friesen at
343-1134 or Rick Huziak at L4&5-3392,

Sandy FergusonX




BINOQCULAR ASTRONGMY OBSERVING FROGRAM

REGISTRATION FORHM

NAME S ¢ v e e v aeeennenns s f et e e e et s ana e e
T 1) === LA e
PHONE S (H) v e e v e e s e S € D S
( ) RASC MEMPER ($8.88) () NON-MEMBER (%15.00)
SEND TO: RASC SASKATOON CENTRE OR  GIVE TO ANY PROGRAM
BGX 317, RPO UMIVERSITY INSTRUCTOR AT THE
SASKATOON, SK S7N 4J8 MONTHLY HMEETINGEX

The main presentation for November’s General Meeting is entitled
"General Relativity - Some Recent Developments" and

by Dr. Eric Woolgar of the Department of Mathematics
of Saskatchewan.

will be given
at the University

Dr. Woolgar is originally from St. John’s, Newfoundland, and received
his Ph.D. from the University of Toronto. He has been interested in
both the mathematical and the experimental aspects of general
relativity. His mathematical interests include the positive energy
theorem and the topological censorship theorem. On the experimental
side, he has been interested in data from the lunar laser ranging
experiment of Apollo 11 and data from the Viking Mars probe and how
these data relate to theories alternative to general relativity. Dr.

Woolgar is also interested in the LIGO gravitational wave detection
experiment.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING

Monday, November 21, 1994, 8:00PM
Room A-226, Health Sciences Building
U of S Campus

(New executive members - executive meeting is held in Room B-10 at 7:00PM)




«aec.Please fill out and mail back to me as soon as possible.....

1) How long have you been an active member in the club?

2) What type of artitles would you like to see in the newsletter.
Please give brief description {(ie..I would like more “info aon
comets). : <

4) Would you be willing to submit an article once in awhile?
4) Would you be willing to submit an article every month?

5} What .type of viewing infarmation wouid you like to see in the
neuslietter?

&) What would you like to see at our general meetings?

7) What areas would you be willing to help the club out in? (It
could be construction, help out at Star parties, Mall shows,
General meetings and so on. Just list some areas that you thing
you could help out inyfill in your name and mail back toc me)




