Saskatoon Skies

The Newdletter of the Saskatoon Centre
of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada

volume32 October 2001 Number 10

This historicd woodcut
depicts the Leonid meteor
storm of November 12, 1799

Will thisyea’s Leonids
storm like this in Canada?

Find out November 17/18.

And seepage 11for details!

But first, the Orionidsfire
nicemeteorson October 20/21.
BBQ at the Sleaford Observatory
with the Regina crew that evening.
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RASC Calendar Happenings

Date (2003 Event Contact Telephone

Oct. 11- 20 Posdbleto seeNaked Eye Rick Huziak 6653392
Geosynchronous Satellitesin dark skies

Oct. 12 Y outh Group Meeting —Nutana Collegiate  Tyrone Klassen 652-4599

Oct. 15 General Meeting & Annual Eledions Darrdl Chatfidd 3749278

Oct. 17 Saskatoon Schod Board Teacher’s Tour Rick Huziak 6653392
at Sleaford (date changed)

Oct. 20 Meet the Regina Centre BBQ & Orionid  Rick Huziak 6653392
Night at Seaford

Oct. 24 Teacher’'s Tour Back-up night (Sleaford) Rick Huziak 6653392

Nov. 10 Sleaford Community Star night Darrell Chatfield 3749278

Nov. 17/18 L eonid Meteor Peak Rick Huziak 6653392

Nov. 19 General Meeting, rm 8313 City Hospital Les Dickson 2491091

Apr. 2002 Edmonton Centre Geor ges Moores Rick Huziak 6653392
Workshop

Sky Buys and Mirr or Sells
The Saskatoon Centre’s Swap and Sale Page!

For Sale: Brasslined trunk for SC-8 or SC-10, 9 mm Kellner eyepiece 0.965 “6x30” eyepiecewith
crosshair for a spotter, and some very goad astronomy bods. The Pocket Guide to Astronomy by 1.
Ridpath, Astronomy by Menzdl, Introduction to Practical Astronomy by Jones, Burnham’s Celestial
Handbook (3 val. set, hardcover). All bodks are in excdlent shape. Call Darrell Chatfield for prices at
3749278

Wanted: I'm looking for a 6mm eyepiece— most any type will do. Call Gord Sarty at 966-2321 (work).

PRINTING OF THISNEWSLETTE R ISCOURTESY OF

WBM OFFICE SYSTEMS
601 Seacond Avenue North, Saskatoon, SK, S7TK 2C7

Copying is provided on a Risograph copier for asmall fee
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Thisis suppased to be the header for page 4 but the really stupid Microsoft Word 2000software deleted it and | can't get it back
— seepage 6 for my salvation!

September’s M embership & Renewal Vote Results — I mpor tant!

At the September General Meding, the membership voted to approve that the Saskatoon Centre
remain “opted-in” to the National membership system, and as a result, the “official” membership list is
now managed by Bonnie at the National Office  Each month that list is ent to Saskatoon’s membership
Coordinator, Bob Christie, who asaures the accauracy of the list. The revolving membership year also
remains intact. This means that members will be sent two notices from the National Office that their
membership is expiring, and if payment is not receved before the next mailing, then that member is
dropped from the active list.

To renew membership in the Saskatoon Centre, follow the instructions on the renewal card and send
payment to the National Centre, which now supports credit card payments if you prefer. If you do not
want to send the renewal diredly to National, then send your renewal card and payment to Bob Christie,
who will handle sending your renewal in. (Thisis a change, since renewals used to be handled by the
Treasurers, Jim and Barb). You can aso kring your card and payment to the next General Meding and
handle renewal there. Please make chegues payable to “RASC” (only) and na “ RASC Saskatoor!’, since
the cheques will normally be forwarded to diredly to the National Officefor processng. Any membership
cheques forwarded to the Centre mail box will be direced to Bob.

This should be fairly straight forward, but if you are not sure what to do, you can call Bob Christie at
931-21150r email him at nebul achristie@home.com

Thisis al new, so we eped there may be a few hiccups, but Bob and Bonnie have been in contact
several times and seam to have thingsin hand. Please also remember (as voted at the September meding
aswadll), that regular membership is now $5200. We found it necessary to passon the $4.00 increase that
the National Council had voted to accept at the General Assmbly. Y outh membership is unaffeded and
remains at $26.00.

VouthiGrotplistiveetinglogNewiseason

The first meding of the new year for the Youth Astronomy Group will be held at Nutana Coall egiate at
7:30 pm. on October 12th. Tyrone Klassn will be taking the group over from Andrew Krochko. To
participate, you will haveto ke apaid Y outh member of the RASC.

For registration, call Tyrone at 6524599 Note: Please all Tyroneto
confirm detail s before attending.
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General Meding and Eledions for Open Positions on the Exeautive

The Annual General Meding of the RASC Saskatoon Centre, and Eledions of the Exeautive, is to be
held October 15, at 7:30 pm, in room 8313at Saskatoon City Hospital. Please try to attend this meding
and cast your vote for the new Exeautive. All positions, including the President and Vice-President whose
terms come up this year, are open. An Exeautive position is open to any member in good standing.
Positions are ciosen by democratic vote by the membership in attendance at the General Meding.
Anyone @an nominate anyone dse for a position. Voting is done by a show of hands. In the event that
you cannot attend the meding in person, nomination by proxy will be gladly accepted. Contact a current
member of the Exeautive. The following Exeautive positions are avail able and those who have been

nominated to date are li sted:

Position Current (2000 — 2001 Nominated (2001 — 200
President Les Dickson Les Dickson
Vice-President Darrdl Chatfield Darrdl Chatfield
Honorary President vacant Vacant (appointed)

Past President Rick Huziak Rick Huziak (appointed)
Seaetary Al Hartridge Al Hartridge

Treasurer Jm and Barb Y oung Barb Young

Centre Rep Sandy Ferguson Sandy Ferguson
Newdletter Editor Rick Huziak Rick Huziak

Librarians Sandy Ferguson & Ellen Dickson | Sandy Ferguson & Ellen Dickson
Councilors Merlyn Melby, Scott Alexander, | open

Ken Noesgaad

Y outh Coordinator

Andrew Krochko

Tyrone Klassen

Observing Coordinator Rick Huziak & Darrell Chatfield | open
Activiti es Coordinator Mike Stephens open
Membership Coordinator Bob Christie Bob Christie
Fundraising Coordinator Richard Huziak open

Sleaford Site Coordinator

Darrell Chatfield

Bill Hydomako (notethis
position now combined with
Building Coardinator)

Publi cations/Sal es Co-ordinator

Debhie Anderson

open

General Meding Coordinator

new position

Rick Huziak & Dale Jeffrey

Note that the two positions for the Sleaford site have now been combined into ane position, the SSSP
Chair is deleted from the Exeautive as an official position (though all committees report to the Exeautive)
and new position of General Meding Coardinator has been added to dof-load the President for getting the
meding and speakers together. Positions may be added or deleted as required by the Exeautive. Please
attend this meding and exercise your right to vael
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The Newdletter’s New Clothes
By Rick Huziak, Editor

It lodks like this is the end of a publishing
eral  Within the next few months Saskatoon
ies will undergo a transformation. Les
Dickson has donated a Pentium-class computer
to the Centre and the Centre has bought a full
copy of Adobe Acrobat, so we will soon be
publishing a newdetter in .pdf format. This
wysiwyg file format will allow us to do a far
better job without the limitations of Microsoft
Word formatting and html outputs that are
beyond hard to manage. Once we are up and
running, the page size will become 8-1/2” x 11"
again and Saskatoon Skies will be probably 10
or 12 pagesthick.

Wewill also give you the dhanceto subscribe
to the newdletter eledronically. You will be able
to download and print your full-colour copy of
the Newdetter if you prefer. Those without
internet access and those who still want a
printed (B&W) copy mail ed to them will still be
in luck. We will continue to mail out the
newsletter, but we will also seethe benefit of not
having to mail out so many, thus sving
substantial monthly cost in copying and postage.

Stay tuned!

Jergen Wolfe's Talk Postponed

The presentation by Jergen Wolfe of the
European Space Agency, Chief Scientist on the
Sofia Flying Observatory projed has been
postponed dwe to concerns over air travel.
Jergen’s visit to Saskatoon will be rescheduled
for the spring of 2002

Welcome Newest Really Old
M embers!

Some real old-timers have just regjoined out
club. Don Friesen and Ron Waldron have
rgoined, after a combined absence of
somewhere around 25 yearsl Welcome back,
folksl Don was our President 6 terms ago. Ron
Waldron has been very active in the Saskatoon
Schod Board Space Program — Mars Camp and
many other educational ventures! Welcome
back guys, even though your old eyes may no
longer be able to seethe sky! Now if we @n just
convince Joan Badger and Les Herrem to regjoin,
the old group would be back together! (Joan is
still i sliving on Wiggins!).

Comet Petriew P/2001Q2

Ephemeris
Date RA Ded. Mag.
20011112 10 1236 | -04 395 129
20011117 101939 | -06 0Q1 13.0
2001 11 22 10 2556 | -07 157 132
2001 11 27 10 3086 | -08 263 133
2001 12 02 10 3528 | -09 316 134
2001 12 07 103879 | -10315 136

Articles Wanted

The Editor’sin-bunk isreally lame. It’stimeto
write about your favourite things and let
everyone dse know what you are doing!
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The November 10" Sleaford Community Star night
Youareinvited to an

OPEN HOUSE

at
Sl eaf ord Cbservatory

Locaed at the site of the former Sleaford Schoadl

SATURDAY

NOV. 10, 2001
8 PM to 10PM

Come meet us regardless of weather
* Tour the new University of Saskatchewan observatory
* Lodk at the RASC's observing facilities
* Try abit of stargazing through our telescopes, if clear

Sponsored by:

University of Saskatchewan Royal Astronomical Society of Canada
Department of Physics & Engineering Physics Saskatoon Centre

Contact: Stan Shadick Contact: Rick Huziak

9666434 6653392

Minutes of the Exeautive M eding —Sept. 11, 2001
Held at Sandy Ferguson’s
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Reorded by al Hartridge, Secreary

1. Membership: Les Dickson real a letter from Peter Jedicke from the Nationa office. Les feds that the
membership will need time to think about the questions of opting in and the revolving membership before
deciding which way to vae. At the November meeting he will present the pros and cons and Hold a vote.
We must be sure that the problems arising are not at our end. It is suggested that the membership
coardinator keep the list up to date and that the treasurer handle the money flow. Rick will also talk to
people & the Alberta star party and will present arguments at the Sept. meding.

2. President: Les does not want to run for President again uriess he can get someone dse to arganize the
speker program. He has too much demand on histime & present.

3. Sledord Open House: Stan Shadick would like to establish at date for this. Posgble dates suggested are
Oct.27, Nov.3 and Nov.10.

4. Tdks

o Wolfe will speak now after our meeing in October. This will be aranged by Yannis of the Physics
department at the U. of S.

o) The National present of the RASC wants to do a circle in the fal, which would include avisit to
Saskatoon.

5. Membership Fees: with our surcharge the fees will go up to $5200 with the National increase.

6. Meding adjourned at 9:53pm.

Minutes of the General M eding —Sept. 17, 2001
Held in Room 8313 City Hospital
Reorded by al Hartridge, Secreary

1. Presentations: The GA, Jm Young. Comet Petriew, SSSP2001, Tripod Photography, Rick Huziak.

2. Approva of minutes of June 18,2001 Moved for approval by Scott Alexander and seconded by Darrell
Chatfield and carried.

3. Membership: Les explained the situation to the membership. Also discusson was head from Jim, Bob and
Rick. Letter was read to the members from Peter Jedicke. Foll owing the discusson Les made amotion
that we remain opted in for another yea and review the situation again next yea. This motion was
seconded by Darrell Chatfield and was carried. The new membership feewill be $5200, which includes an
$8.00 surcharge. A motion was made by Bob Christie and seconded by Jim Y oung and carried that we send
aletter to National regarding the increase in the feerate (which we fed is to subsidize Sky News).

4. Notice of Election and opening o Nominations for the Executive to be held at the Annual General Meding,
October 15, 2001 Every position is open.

5. Acrobat 4.0: A motion was made by Les Dickson and seconded by Jim Young and carried that we purchase
a copy of Acrobat 4.0 for $90.00 from WBM Office Systemsto aid in electronic pubi cation of our
newsl etter.

6. Sledord Open House: will be held on November 10th. Volunteas are needed to come out and help. We
will asotry and have abarbeque for those wishing to participate before the open house starts.

7. Star Party at Beaver Creek : for acommunity association. Sandy needs people to come out with telescopes
to help.

8. Meding adjourned at 10:00 pm.
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The Planets This Month - October 2001

by Murr ay D. Paulson, Edmonton Centre

Well, we didn't need the gumbods for the Alberta Star Party; in fact it was beautiful weather. The
skies were rewarding as well. Mars was close to the horizon, despite this, we did get to see some detail s
on it. On the Saturday afternoon, we got a good lodk at Mercury, which showed some vague detail s as
well. It isamazng to seedetail s on a 5.6" "quarter” phase planet! Rick Huziak made a nice drawing of
it. Thesun hasbeen ariot of sunspots. All in all, this has been a good month for solar system watching.

On October 13th we saw Mercury passbetween the Earth and the sun, inferior conjunction, and now
it speeds away from the Earth and around the sun. Later in the month, the morning sky will be a
spedacle with Venus and Mercury in conjunction, where the pair will be doser together than 1 degree
for a 12 day period, starting on October 27th. Their closest approach will occur on the morning of
October 29%th where the pair will sit 35arc minutes apart. Mercury is moving away from the sun and rises
to med Venus. From there they will move apart, until Mercury reaches greatest western elongation on
November 1st. Then Mercury startsto fall on the ediptic toward the sun, the distance between them will
shrink again until they are 38 arc minutes apart on November 3rd. The pair should be quite ddightful in
the eyepieceof a telescope, Mercury a waxing crescent to gibbaus phase during this dance and Venus a
brilli ant white gibbaus globe. It is interesting to note that bath planets are on the far side of the sun.
Mercury's disk shrinks from October 27th at 7.3" and magnitude -.3 to 5.6" and magnitude -.8 on
November 7th. Venusis more mnstant, sitting at Magnitude -3.9 showing a 10.6" gibbaus disk for the
period. The pair will make their way down to their separate mnjunctions later in the year.

Mars starts out the month in eastern Sagittarius at magnitude -0.3 showing a 10" disk and moves
into the midst of Capricorn by the middle of next month. It will shrink to 8.5" and will shine at
magnitude 0.2 by then. On it's way there, it will recave a visit from the moon on the evening of October
23 when it will li e just under 3 degrees west of the moon. On the evening of November 5th, you can see
the anjunction of Mars and Neptune. Neptune will show a2.2" disk at magnitude 7.9, only 2.1 degrees
from Mars.

By early October Saturn rises nestled in the horns of the bull at 9 pm foll owed by Jupiter at 11 pm
ditting in the foat of Gemini. There are a couple of conjunctions over this next month to mark on your
calendar. On October 9, the moon passes 2 degrees away from Jupiter, and one lunar month later, on
November 5th, you can watch aretake when it passes 45 arc minutes above Jupiter at 11 pm. Some of the
stats for Jupiter this month are that it will shine at magnitude -2.3 in October and shows a 39.5" disk in
the g/epiece By early November, it will swell to 43.33" and will shine at magnitude -2.5. The interplay
of Jupiter's moons and shadows, transitsis again upon us. Ched your Handbod for shadow transit times
and Jovian moon events.

Over the same time period, Saturn will start out at magnitude -.2 and shows a 19.5" disk and it will
expand to 20.3" and brighten to magnitude -.3 in early November. Saturn rises with a waning gbbaus
moon 1 and 34 degrees behind it on November 3rd at 7:30 pm. Saturn's moons are interesting to watch
as well. It is useful to print out a finder chart from Dan Bruton's <ftware (available on RASC
Edmonton's website) or use one of the planetarium programs that simulates the eyepieceview to see how
many of Saturn's moons you can find. Larry Wood has used an ocaulting bar to good effed for the
innermost moons.  Try this on an eyepiecethat you can accessthe focal plane. Simply place a narrow



Saskatoon Skies page 10 October 2001

pieceof foil tape at the focal plane in the e/epieceand adjust it to olscure the planet but leave the area
where the moon should be unobstructed. The reduction in glare makes the task of finding the diminutive
point of light significantly easier.

Saturn is a planet that always sams to take high power very well. | constantly use powers from 250to
500X on it. If the seang is willi ng, the vision is good. Jupiter on the other hand seams to wash out
with too much power. | am lucky to be able to use 250 X on it and only occasionally 330X. When you
have the chance to examine it at these high powers, examine it's moons and seeif you can distinguish
them by their size and colors. At 300 gus power, they all are obvious as disks. Ganymede is the largest
followed by a bluish gray Callisto. Europais dightly bigger than lo, and dightly whiter. | like to look at
them and guesswhich is which, then refer to my Handbod or software to determine how many | got
right!

Thisis Geosynchronous Satellite Flare M onth
By RickHuziak

October (and presumably April) are months in which Geos to flare for us Canadians, probably due to
the solar depressgon angle during these months creating a perfed refledion off of the solar panels - the
sunisat
that perfed anti-spot in the sky for enough time that we'll notice these geo flares.  This next new moon
period (later this week and for the next 2 weeks) will allow us to seenaked eye satdlites in a dark sky, or
binocular ones at least).

Last year at thistime, | saw the entire group of 5 Dired Broadcast satdllit es, all within about 1 degree
of arc, in binoculars. | was alerted to them by ‘discovering’ a new 'nova’ in Cetus at about 3.5 mag. (You
can find these satellites in Saskatoon’s Ky at about 7 degrees east of the meridian and 7 degrees 40

minutes uth of the cdestial
equator). After aquick restartof my | . . - -
heart, | plotted the 'noval on my star | ‘Galaxy 6 - DBS3 ~GE1
atlas only to find that it was exactly
a minus 7 deg 40 min - our | | DBS2 ASC 2
(Saskatoon’s) depresson angle for

Geos!
You can watch satellitesin arow

take turns flaring as the earth turns,
or the sun moves, or however you

want to picturethis! It also makes T / \
the satellit es much easier to
photograph! (FHareslast afairlylong | = __/ ------------ o =

time - maybe 1/2 an hour or so —
unlike Iridiums). You also do not
have to track these satellitesto g
photograph them sincethe entire ?
earth forms a very predse equatorial ' ' i
platform already!
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LEONID METEORSLIKELY TO STORM THISNOVEMBER
By Roger W. Sinnott, Senior Editor, Sky & Telescope, rsinnott @skypub.com

If predictions by the world's top meteor experts hold up early on the morning of November 18"
skywatchers in North America can exped to seetheir most dramatic meteor shower in 35 years. These
meteors, called Leonids because they appear to radiate from the cnstelation Leo (the Lion), will signal
the allision of Earth with streams of fast-moving dust particles ied by Comet Tempd-Tuttle. In the
November 2001 KY & TELESCOPE -- the magazne's 60th-anniversary isale -- meteorologist Joe Rao
asesss the predictions provided by threeteams of spedalists. Rao concludes that two dramatic displays
called "meteor storms* appear likely.

A burst lasting perhaps two hours is expeded in the predawn hours of November 18th for observers
throughout most of North and Central America. The maximum rates sould occur at 5:00 am. EST
(corresponding to 4:00 am. CST, 3:00am. MST, 2200a.m. PST). With no moonlight spaili ng the view,
the storm may briefly generate anywhere from several hundred to 1,000 or 2,000 meteors per hour for
observers with clear, dark skies.

An even bigger storm arrives 8 hours later for viewers rimming the far-western Pacific Ocean.
Because these locations are on the other side of the International Date Line, this peak occurs before dawn
on November 19th. Several thousand meteors may streak acrossthe sky for an hour or so starting at 3:30
or 4:30 am. in eastern Australia (depending on location); 2:30 am. in Japan; and 1:30 am. in western
Australia, the Phili ppines, and eastern China.

Meteors create momentary "shoating stars’ when fledks of interplanetary dust strike Earth's
atmosphere at high speed. The Leonids, which are one of a dozen or so annual meteor showers caused by
cometary dust, arrive at a blistering 44 miles (71 kilometers) per second — the fastest known. Typically
showers produce one meteor every few minutes, though often there are bursts and lulls. Two years ago the
Leonids briefly peppered the skies over Europe and the Midd e East with up to 2,500 meteors per hour. In
1966 lucky observers in the southwestern United States gaped in awe for 20 minutes as Leonid meteors
fell at the rate of 40 per second!

More about the prospeds for a Leonid storm appears in the November isaue of KY & TELESCOPE.
This isaue marks the diamond anniversary of the monthly magazne for amateur astronomers launched by
Charles and Helen Federer in November 1941 The Federers todk on the dhallenge of merging THE SKY
(which had been published by New Y ork's Hayden Planetarium) and THE TELESCOPE (then publi shed
by Harvard College Observatory). Today the magazne is enjoyed by some 250000 skywatchers
worldwide. SKY & TELESCOPE will i saie another pressrelease doser to the date of the Leonid meteor
shower containing background information about meteors and how to olserve them. More information is
already avail able on the magazine's Web site at: http://www.skypub.com/si ghts/meteors/meteors.html

[Saskatoon Centre members are reminded that they are digible to receive adiscount when subscribing to Sky &
Telescope magazine and will receive further discounts from the Sky Publishing Corporation (SkyPubs) if they
mention they are Saskatoon Cenmtre members in goad standing when ordering merchandise — Ed.].
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you know you are a deg sky person when ...

submitted by Ron Waldron <rmwaldr on@home.com>
...you consider the moon a major annoyance
...you consider Jupiter 'light poll ution'.
... you spend most of your time looking at or for ojeds you can barely see
... your favorite ohjeds are ohjeds you can barely see
...you enjoy lodking at faint fuzzies with the small est possble aperture.
...you enjoy lodking at faint fuzzies with the largest possble aperture.
...you like to choose ohjeds that are easier to imagine than to see
... your observing schedule demands that you search for oljedsin twighlight.
...you keep thinking that if only the stars would go away, it might really get dark.
10. ... you wonder how your favorite objeds missed getting included in the New General Catalog or the
Index Catalog.
11. ...you're not sure that anything in this lar system counts as astronomy any more.
12. ...you're amazed that anyone needs artificial light to read charts.
13. ...you could do a Messer Marathon from memory, if you still bathered with Messer objeds.
14. ...you can read all the NGC abbreviated visual descriptions without using the key, but you have to be
careful not to cheat by just remembering what things look like.
15. ... you view amgjor earthquake as an opportunity for a close-in dark-sky star party.
16. ... you welcome (and have even considered instigating) power cuts, but only if they occur on clear
moonlessnights.
17. People at work comment about how tired you always look.
18. You know more about the human eye than your optometrist.
19. You got Lasik eye surgery just for the astigmatism corredion.
20. Aurora Borealisand Austrialisisjust light poll ution.
21. People mistake your telescope for a water heater.
22. Your spouse @mplains about his’her love life.
23. You keep eyepiece etalogs in the bathroom.
24. Y ou attempt to negotiate deals with your neighbors about their
yard lights.
25. All of thekids in your neighborhood know who you are.
26. You believe that poundage is a good general measure of a
telescope's usefulness
27. Your retirement plans include moving to Wimea, Hawaii .
28. Your favorite eyepiece ost more than your refrigerator.
29. If you have ever contemplated a bank loan or second mortgage to buy a tel escope.
30. Your telescope has a faster f-ratio than the average amera.
31. You have a highly-customized second "travel" tel escope.
32. Your exotic vacations are scheduled around the new moons.
33. Whenever considering moving, getting a regional overcast index is on your chedlist.
34. Anything costing lessthan $5,000isn't a tel escope.

CoNo>O~WDNPE




Saskatoon Skies page 13 October 2001

Saskatoon: Meet Regina — October 20th
By Rick Huziak

Since the SSSP, Vance Petriew and | have been talking about a joint meeting between the
Regina and Saskatoon Centres. This is now in the works, and will take place on Saturday,
October 20™. Vance tells me that 10 to 15 Regina RASC members are interested in visiting the
Saskatoon Centre and our facilities. The cost is $3.00 per person, which will go toward buying
hamburgers, salads and drinks for the barbeque — just show up and eat! (I will collect out at

Sleaford).

The tentative agenda is as follows:

2:30 pm Special technology tour by Saskatoon Centre

4:00 pm Head out to Sleaford Observatory

4:30 pm Tour of the Sleaford Observatory while barbecues warm up
5:00 pm Wiener/Burger roast put on by Saskatoon Centre

6:30 pm Set up telescopes if clear.

7:30 pm Dark

If clear skies - Presentation on Recording Meteor Observations by Rick Huziak, then
observing the Orionid Meteor Shower (the peak is this weekend) or general observing.
If cloudy skies - Meet in schoolhouse for presentations by both Centres.

Technology Tour

The Saskatoon Centre will be organizing a tour of a technology organization within Saskatoon. The topic
of the tour will be somehow related to astronomy, physics or electronics. The potential tour places may be
the Canadian Light Source or SED Systems/Radarsat Tracking Station. These are still in the works and
arrangements are to still to be made. | will give more details at the General Meeting of what we are doing
and where we will meet. Other ideas are welcome. Call me before this tour if you aren’t sure where to go.

Sleaford Observatory

The Saskatoon Centre has a wonderfully equipped dark site. There are numerous telescopes ranging in
size from 6 inches to 14 inches. It is also equipped with a warm-up shelter, chemical toilet and an old
school house.

Recording Meteor Observations
Rick Huziak has agreed to put on a tutorial on how to make meteor observations and submit them into the
professional astronomer's community. Observing sheets and magnitude charts will be provided.

There are some logistical problems. We need a BBQ taken out to Sleaford, and we will
also have to billet some the Regina people who will be staying overnight after late
observing. Any volunteers for billets please contact me (Rick Huziak) as soon as possible
if you will attend and can take anyone in for one night. | will also need a head count, so
call at 665-3392 if you even think you are planning to attend, so that | will buy enough
food.
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Messer, FNGC, H-400& Binoc Club

MESSER CLUB

Certified at 110 Objeds. R. Huziak, G. Sarty,
S. Alexander, S. Ferguson, D. Jeffrey, D.
Chatfield, R. Christie, K. Noesgaar d

Mike Stephens  ** APPLIED!! ** 110
Wade Selvig 71
Bill H ydomako 68
Mike Oosterlaken 68
Andrew Krochko 42
Lorne Jensen 39
Brent Gratias 39
Stan Noble 28
Les & Ellen Dickson 20
Debbie Anderson 17
Brian Friesen 15

FINEST NGC CLUB

Certified at 110 Objeds: R. Huzak, D. Jeffrey ,
G. Sarty, D. Chatfield

Scott Alexander 89
Ken Noesgaard 24
Sandy Ferguson 23
Mike Stephens 22
Mike Oosterlaken 15

HERSCHEL 400CLUB
Certified at 4000bjeds: Dale Jeffrey

Rick Huziak ** APPLIED ** 400
Darrell Chatfield ** GETTING THERE* 373
Gordon Sarty 171
Scott Alexander 98
Ken Noesgaard 44
Mike Oosterlaken 44
Sandy Ferguson 18

Chatfield BINOCULAR CERTIFICATE

Mike Stephens  ** COMPLETE! ** 40
Mike Oosterlaken 32

Join the Messier,
Fi nest NGC, H 400 &
Bi nocul ar C ub!

Observeall 110Messer, 100FNGC or 400H-400,
or 40Binocular objedsand earn your

CERTIFICATES!

The first 2 lists can be found in the Observer’s Handbook
The Binocular List & Herschel 400 list will be available at
each general meding for 50 cents (covers phaocopying) or can
be mailed out on request to distant members. Each month
I"ll be posting updates.

Hey, Observers!

This month, I’ vereceved upddes from Mike
Sephens, Darrell Chatfield, Gord Saty, Mike
Oosterlaken (in al categories). With 21 clear
nights in September, it is no wonder at least
some of you were out observing!

| have not seen ary new members joins these
clubs. Don't be shy! I'd love to seethe entire
membership get onto the list with at least a few
objeds. Seveal are eve naked eyein a dak
sky for Mesders — M6, M7, M8, M13, M21,
M31, M33, M34, M42, M44, M45, and maybe a
few others! | dorn't know of any Centre that has
had asignicant protion, let alone all, of their
members reporting an olservation on aMesser
list!

Send observing numbersto
huziak @SEDSystems.ca
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Noticeof the General M eding of
the Saskatoon Centre

Monday, Oct. 15,2001

at 7:30p.m.
Room 8313City Hospital

Presenting

National President
Mr. Bob Garr ison

(Hewill givethe main addresy
&

Annual Centre Eledions

U of SObservatory Hours

The U of SObservatory is open to the general
public every Saturday in October - February
from 7:30 p.m. t0 9:30 p.m. Admisson if free
The observatory is located on campus, one block
north of the Wiggins Avenue and Coll ege Drive
entrance On clear evenings visitors may lodk
through the 6-inch refractor to the moon, star
clusters and other exciting astronomical objeds.
For further information, phone the remrded
Astronomy Information Line at 966-6429

I nterested in

Saskatoon RASC
Membership?

Regular - $5200** per year
Youth - $26.00 per year

** National Council hasvoted a $4yr increasein
these rates—up from $4800. Youth ratesare
unaffeaed

It snever toolatetojoin!

The Saskatoon Centre operates on a one-year
revolving membership. You will now be a
member for the next 12 months no matter

when in the year you join.

Benefits of Membership in the

Saskatoon Centre
|
*  knowledgeable & friendly amateur
astronomers
use of the Sleaford Observatory
use of the UofS Observatory (after training)
Saskatoon Skies Newsletter
Observer’s Handbodk
The Journal of the RASC (bi-monthly)
SkyNews Magazne (bi-monthly)
use of the Centre library
discounts to Sky & Telescope Magazne
discounts of Sky Publi shing merchandise
discounts to Firefly Books
freg no cost, no oHigation, 3-month
temporary membership if you don’t want to
join right now!
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The Sleaford Observatory MMMWWW

Longitude: 105deg 55 13" +/- 13" W

Latitude: 52deg 05 04" +/- 08" N ,—F@@F
Telephone: (306) 255-2045 @ ) ,
by Rick Huziak @ @ %77
—_— ———— —
J ]

Telephoneis<NO L ONGER> L ong Distance - The telephone in the Warm-up shelter will changed
back to a local line from the recent long dstance dange. Yannis Pahatouraglou wrote: “1 just recaved
word from telephore services on campus that we can go bak to ou old system, called 4040 within a
forty mile radius, we can have 40 minutes per month o free @lls. If we try calling aher places though
like Edmonton, we would be dharged full rates and nd the rates the University is being charged
(reduced). | think it worksin ou favour to maintain the 40-40. Sq | gave them the go-ahead to change
us backtothe 40-40°. We are uncertain when this new change will take affed, but it will happen soon.
Therefore, fed freeto call back to the dty when you neel to do so, but keep the mnversations dort, or
ask whom you are phoning to call you back!

Work at the Site — We had a workday on September 30" and accomplished a few things. Bill
Hydomako installed lifting bars in the Patterson Dome to make future maintenance far easier. Ken
Noesgaad, Mike Stephens and | built a raili ng onto the west end of the Warm-up dedk and a ramp on the
east end. We also baught a hand-truck, which will now allow anyone to pick up Eetook and roll him
down the dedk to a convenient observing spot. In thisway, the only required hernia will be the 1 foat lift
to get Eetook ontoits cradle. Bill and Darrell plan to do some work the weekend of October 6™ to get the
dome more functional. One more workday, which will be scheduled within a wee or two will be
required to finish the safety raili ng on the ramp and Patterson dome dedk. After that, the Patterson dome
will become functional.

Teacher's Workshop Oct. 17 —Rick Huziak will be cnducting a Public Schod Teacher’s Workshop
at the observatory on October 17th, or if cloudy, on October 24", Any help would be appredated. The
teachers will tour the faciliti es then be treated to a grand tour of the sky, learn constell ations, and learn
how to use telescopes. The teachers are signing up for this workshop, and are the group that will hire
speakers for their schod camps. Note that the dates have dlipped by aweek at the request of Louise Jones
— the teacher coordinator.



