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NGC 457 isone of Andrew Krochko'sfavourite clusterson the sky (and mine, too!) To many
people, thiscluster lookslikea bird in flight, and is often referred to asthe Owl Cluster, sincethe
two bright starslook like owl eyes. Hisarticle on page 6 describesthisjewel and other great
objectsasthey arevisible (even from the city) in binoculars. Thisimage is 15-arc minutes wide,
and istaken from the Digital Sky survey.



RASC Calendar Happenings

Date Event Contact Telephone

(2000-01)

Nov. 17| Leonid Meteor Rick 665-3392
(Storm?) Peak Huziak

Nov. 20| Occultation of mu Gem | Rick 665-3392
by asteroid 752 Huziak
Sulamitis- 5:34 am

Nov. 20| Executive Meeting - Les 249-1091
Room 8313 - 6:30 pm Dickson

Nov. 20| General Meeting - Les 249-1091
Room 8313 - 7:30 pm Dickson

Nov. 28| Meteorites: Messengers | Rick 665-3392
from Space- Dr. R. Huziak
Herd - Bessborough Hotel
- 8:00 pm

Dec.1 Youth Group Meeting | Andrew 955-1543
-UofS Observatory - 7:30 Krochko
p.m.

Dec. 18| Executive Meeting - Les 249-1091
Room 8313 - 6:30 pm Dickson

Dec.18 | General Meeting - Les 249-1091
Room 8313 - 7:30 pm Dickson

Jan.19 | Youth Group Meeting | Andrew 955-1543
-Nutana - 7:30 p.m. Krochko

Feb.2 Youth Group Meeting | Andrew 955-1543
-Nutana - 7:30 p.m. Krochko

Sky Buysand Mirror Sells




The Saskatoon Centre’'s Swap and Sale Page!
For Sale: Brass lined trunk for SC-8 or SC-10: 9 mm Kellner eyepiece; 7X35 Marksman
binoculars with case: and some very good astro books: Skywatching and Advanced Skywatching,
by David Levy, Nightwatch by T. Dickenson, National Audubon Society Field Guide to the Night

Sky; the Pocket Guide to Astronomy by I. Ridpath. All books are in excellent shape. Call Darrell
Chatfield for pricesat 374-9278.

For Sale: Nearly new Meade 10" L X200 with accessories. Hardly used. Includes 2 power supplies,
3 eyepieces, carrying bag, Meade dew shield. $3000.00 OBO. Call Richard Allen at 665-5769.

Got any old .965" eyepieces sitting in the closet unused for years now? Brent needs somefor an old
scope. Will pay $5 each or perhaps more for better quality ones. Contact Brent 241-8765 or
<thunder b@home.com>
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EDMONTON CENTRE'SASTRONOMY WORKSHOP
by Sandy Ferguson

On theweekendf October27 - 29 EdmontonCentrememberdield oneof their periodic
astronomyworkshops.this time at a Boy Scoutcampat SkeletonLake, about100 km
north of Edmonton.As the main purposeof this workshopwasto assistlocal Grade6
teachersn developingastronomyprogramdor their studentsRick Huziakandl decide
to attend(the socialaspectf gettingtogetherwith the Edmontongroupwasincentive
aswell)!

So,with Rick’s 10" scope binoculars cameraequipmentandotherastronomicabits anc
pieces,as well as winter gear and the necessaryoad snacks,we took off on Friday
morningin Rick’s loadedcar, headedor theland of cheapgas(64.9in Edmonton).The
trip there was uneventful, passingby the towns of Innisfree and Abee, known in
astronomicalcircles for their meteorites,and we stoppedbriefly in Vegreville to pay
homageto the world’s largestEasteregg and Rick’s heritage.We were in the city by
early afternoongotlost only once,andspenttherestof thetime ?til we left for the Scou
campin IKEA (anothenimportantreasorfor makingthetrip).

Our excursionto SkeletonLake was much more interesting.We overshotthe turn-off
north of the city andendedup some40 km east,nearthe town of Bruderheim(anothe
meteoritesite). Not particularlyworried, we consultedour trustyroadmapanddecidedao
takea short,directbackroadthatwould bring us out at a major highway,which , in turn,
would link us up with the highway to SkeletonLake. One hour later, with darknes
coming on, we were hopelesslylost on this back road, which was hardly more than a
narrow, twisting, unmarkedtrail throughthe bush.We finally turnedback, retracingthe
route,andcameupona refineryin the middle of nowhere Rick flaggeddownthe drivel
of a pick-upleavingthe refinery to askfor directionsandwasinformedthat he couldn’i
help us- hewasfrom Texas!Luckily, asecondpick-up camealongandwe weredirectel
to the correct turn-off, which, much like the refinery, appearedout of nowhere
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We areaboutl/2-hourlate arriving at the Scoutcamp,aftergettinglost (only slightly) on
our way in. (We decidedto follow the rearlights of somefour carsgoinginto the camp
not realizingthey hadno ideawheretheyweregoing, either)! Dinnerwasbeingservedn
the dining hall whenwe arrived and the restof the eveningwas spentobservingin ar
adjacentffield to the main area.The sky mushedoveraround11:00p.m.andwassocke:
in by midnight, so everyoneendedup in either the lounge of the bunkhouseor in the
dining hall, getting acquaintedand chatting. Apparently, there was some good guital
music going on in the dining hall. (I was one of the lizardsin the lounge;don’t know
whereRick was).

Saturdaydawnedcold and gray. Early risershelpedthemselvedo muffins and coffeein
the dining hall beforeventuringout to jog, walk the beachor takein somebird watching
as | did with two of the teachers.On the lake we saw ducks (common goldeneye
gadwalls),mergansers Canadageeseandtwo swans.Later in the morning everyon:
congregated for brunch, before setting down for the afternoon talks

Therewasa full slateof presentationshroughoutthe afternoonmainly in the basemel
of the dining hall. The guestspeakerfor the weekendwas Ken Hewitt-White, whornr
many know as co-hostwith Eric Dunn of Cosmic Highway (Discovery Channelanc
STV) aswell asthe"backpage"columnistin eachissueof SkyNews Everyoneattende
his talk on Cosmic Connections, a descriptionof his involvementand work with the
television series, which included video clips of interviews with many prominen
astronomers.

Presentationby otherspeakersncludedTelescopeselectiorby Alister Ling; Optimizing



Your Telescopeby Arnold Rivera; Photographingthe Night Sky by Ben Gendre;
Sketchingoy SherryMacLeod; Planning an ObservingSessiorby David Prud’homme
andaTelescope&Clinic by Larry Wood.

Rick andl optedto attendthetalks by BruceMcCurdy on Naked-eyé&bserving andthe
two "teacher" sessions--thefirst by Russ Sampson and the second with Ken
Hewitt-White. Bruce gavea greattalk on all aspectsf naked-eyeskywatching,with a
few ideas for those with binoculars, including suggestionson recording yout
observationsHe beganand endedhis presentatiorwith readingsfrom Leslie Peltier’'s
Starlight Nights and MargaretMitchell’'s The Friendly Stars, two astronomyclassics

RussSampson’sessiorfor the teacherdocusedon the Alberta Grade6 curriculumfor
sky science He presenteddeasfor teachingeachof the 12 specificlearnerexpectatior
of the astronomyprogram and provided instructionsfor creatinglearning tools anc
demonstrationsKen Hewitt-White’s talk for teachersconcentratean astronomyof the
future, with a slide presentatioron variousaspectof teachingastronomythat would be
usefulin theclassroom.

After suppemwe all troupedoutto the observatiorarea Almostimmediatelyanincredible
aurorastartedup, which remainedfor the restof the evening,until the sky cloudedug
aroundmidnight. We managedots of observing;however betweerthe burstsof aurora
activity, Bruce McCurdy conductechis Beginner’'sObservingSessiorattendedy some
30 teachersOneof the highlightsof the evening,thanksto Larry Wood, wasa glimpse
of Neptunewith its moonTriton (mag.13.5). Onceagain,after the observingended we
retired to various areasof the complex playing board games,talking astronomyanc
generallyhangingout.

Sunday was anothergray day, but everyonewas up early to pack their cars, have
breakfastandkibitz on the deckbeforeleaving.A grouppicturewastakenfor posterity
Rick and| decidedto go homeby a different route throughLac LalLoche,Cold Lake
MeadowLake andNorth Battleford.We discoveredCold Lakewasa populartouristspo
in summer with a marinaandotherinterestsandthe drive from MeadowLake to North
Battlefordranthroughbeautiful,heavily forestedcountryside- Saskatchwan'®rovincia
Forest!

The EdmontonCentre’s workshop weekendsare highly recommendedor Saskatoo
memberslt’s nottoo far to go ( providedyou don’t getlost), the company’sterrific, the
presentationsare super,you’re well fed, and the observingsites are great (whenit's
clear!). The EdmontonCentre’smembersshouldbe commendedor hostingsucha fine
astronomicakvent.



Binocular Observing in the Autumn Sky
Andrew Krochko <andrew.kr ochko@sk.sympatico.ca>

Theautumnis anexcellenttime for binocularobserving.The northernMilky Way andall
the many its many star clustersare nearly overhead Most of the binocularobjectsare
very distantclusterslocatedaround6000- 8000light yearsawayin the PerseusArm of
our galaxy.

The Objects

Mu Cephel hasa deeporange-redcolor, evenin small binoculars.Under dark skiesl
haveevenseenthe colorwith theunaidedeye.

Beta Cephei is a blue star but the color is not very obvious,try comparingit with the
white starAlpha Cephei.

NGC 7789 is one of my favorite openclustersin the sky. Through moderateto large
telescopest is a denseclusterof hundredsof faint stars.Thoughmy 8x36 binocular:
from the city it wasnearlyinvisible. Considerthis onea challengeobjectfor binoculars

NGC 457 is another challenging cluster to see but for a different reason. It is fairly
but lies just to the northeast of a bright orangish double star. It appeared as a sme

NGC 654 is one of bestclustersin the sky. It is surprisingthat Messier missedthis
cluster but recordedthe nearby but unspectaculaiM103. This cluster appearedas &
distincthazypatch,the nearbyM103 wasinvisible.

Otherbright objectsin this generalareaarethe Double Cluster, the Andromeda Galaxy
(M31), andthe Pinwheel Galaxy (M33). | foundthe Double ClusterandM31 to be very
easyandM33 to be moderatelydifficult.

A few other things: the next youth group dates are Dec. 1, Jan.19 and Feb. 2. All youtf
groupsstartat 7:30not 7:00 (my mistake).The Dec. 1stmeetingis atthe U of S ObservatoryAll other:
areatNutana.

You might also be pleasedto know that Richard Berry’s book Build Your Own
Telescope: Complete Plans For Five Telescopes You Can Build With Simple Hand
Tools is now atthe public library. This is probablythe besttelescope-makingookin my
opinion.



Another Great Observing Session (Oct. 25)
by Darrell Chatfield <novachat@sk.sympatico.ca>

| thoughtl would give a small observingreportthis monthandgive an updateon my 22
mm Panopticeyepieceseeingasyou all know aboutmy Panoptic'filter".

Anyway, | pickedup AndrewK., andgot to Sleafordaround9:30 p.m. We were met by
Mike Stephenswvho is now quite a regularat our site. He was alreadyset up with his
binocularson atripod stand,andhis C-8. Andrewusedhis 6" Meadereflector,and| uset
my Meadel0". The eveningwas quite warm, with hardly any aurora.A perfectnight
yes?? Well, almost. The sky nevergot really dark. It seemedike therewas a hazeor
somethingn the sky. We could seequite a light domefrom Saskatoonsoyou know tha
somethings goingon up there.

| was intent on seeingas many Herschelobjectsas possible,noting the changein the
Herschellist that | waswrongly using.| spentmost of the time on galaxiesin Cetus
They variedbetweenl0.3to 12.0 mag.Mike and Andrew wereeyeingup someMessie
objects.Throughouthenight, we wereall tradingviewsthrougheachother’s’ telescope

We all lookedat Jupiterin my 'scopewith the Panoptic.By now it wasaroundl12 a.m.
makingit high in the sky. The view wasexcellent.We could seethe 2 largergasbands
as well as quite a few lesserones.We thoughtwe could detectalmosta blue tint in
betweenthe bands.The 4 main moonswere presentalso. Saturnwasgreataswell. We
could see5 or 6 of themoonsaroundSaturn.Theyarequite smallin comparisorto those
of Jupiter,which is understandablbecauseof distancesThenwe had the pleasureof
looking at M42 in Orion, sinceit wasjust startingto comeup around1.00a.m.| believe
thattheview we all hadat M42 throughthe Panoptiovasthe bestany of ushadseenWe
could seethewholeareaaroundthe GreatNebula.Thegull wing effectwasmostevident
alongwith a gasspuroff oneside.But the main surprisewasin seeingthe light anddark
areaswithin the nebula. This was all possiblebecauseof the characteristicof the
Panopticwhichis a 68-degredield of view, andthe blackbackgroundt affords.

| tried somethingjust for fun. | had a small operatingmanualfor a camerathat my
Grandmotherthad passedon to me. In it was a sectioncontaining4 color filters. So |
thoughtthatit would befun to look at Jupiterwith this arrangementThe colorswerered
green,yellow, andblue. Greengavethe bestviews, while blue hadto be the 'wildest’, or
mostunusualkiew. We all left at around2 a.m.We may not haveaccomplisheanuchas



far as hunting down galaxies,or faint fuzzies as Lucien Kemble would call them
However,we all hadgreatfun. (Isn't thatthe ideaof a hobby??).Until nexttime, keej
looking up!

(&

r Chatfield’sPanoptic[Ed.]
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This yaor's Futlle Lecture will be by Dr. Richard Heed whe hos been Curatar of e Matondl
Colhectizn of rocks and minscls ol the Gedlogleal Survey of Conada snce 1983, His
et hos s himoan intemationc sxpent on metecodtes. His recent work, includes study
ot a metaraphosed meteanite that fell cn o Kichener, Dtz golf course in 1996, cnd the
corbonacesus chondiba that fell on Tegish Leke, Yukor, on Jonuary 12, 2070,

[, Herd will discuss ihe nolure of meteorites, their relation to tha histary of our Solar System, thes
Fstone of tha Motonal Collection, sorma imporlonl malaoites represented inif, meteoniie
resanch curenthy oeing urdentaien, and prokatle drectiors in meleois research @
Canaoda over the net decade.

Tuesday, November 28, 2000

8:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Battlefords Room
Delta Bessborough Hotel
xﬁﬂ:ﬁfms 601 Spadina Crescent East

Sashkatoon, Saskatchewan

November Planet Report
by Murray D. Paulson, Edmonton Centre <murray@dycor .com>

Mercury startedoff Novembercreepingout from the glare of the sunandto greates
westernelongationin a shorttwo weeks!Our Novembermeetingwill seeMercury jusi
pastDichotomy, or half phaseanda ratherfavorablemorningapparition.The morning
of the 14th you canseeMercury with a 6.9" "first quarter”phaseat magnitude-2.3. It
turns out that in November,the morning ecliptic is tipped up steeply providing ar
excellentopportunityto seeMercuryin the morningtwilight. It will be 19 degreedrom



the sunandwill risein a dark sky at the beginningof morningtwilight. This is a very
good apparition,andyou canfollow it for the nextweekor so.On Nov. 14th, it risesal
6:00a.m.,andby the 23rd, it risesat 6:30a.m. This is asgooda morningapparitionasit
gets!

Venus has beencruising farther from the sun and now is quite visible in the evening
twilight. The eveningbeforeHalloween,Venuswasonly 7 degreegrom the moon. This
eventwill berepeatedn the 28th and29th of November.The 28thwill seea 3 day old
moon8 degreesvestof Venusandthe 29thwill reversethe pair, with the4 dayold moor
just 3 degreesastof Venus.This will be a greatphotoopportunityfor a telephoto,or a
shortfocusrefractorat primefocus.Venuswill beadazzlingmagnitude-4.6 with a16.4'
gibbousdisk. The earthshineshouldmakethis a greatphoto.My calculationsshowtha
the longestfocal length that will get the two in would be 640 mm, but catchit early
becausehe moonwill continueto moveaway.

Jupiter is at oppositionon the 28th of the month. Jupiter’'s 48.6" disk will shine af
magnitude-2.8 from a 4.05 AU distance.This particulardateis very specialfrom the
vantageof a simultaneougransitand shadowtransitof lo, only an hour after Jupiter’s
opposition!At 3:12amlocal time, ingressoccursfor boththe shadowandthe moon.The
pair will ride the upperedge,southedge,of the SouthEquatorialBelt. If the seeingis
very good, you will seethe disk of the moonwith a dark, off centeredhalo. This will
allow you to observethe moonin transitwhich is usuallya difficult thing.lo will showa
1.2" disk at this time, souseasmuchmagnificationasthe conditionswill bear.Thereare
severaltransitsa weekandtheyarelistedin the ObserverdHandbook Remembethatthe
time listedis UniversalTime (UT), andit is exactly6 hoursaheadn Saskatchewar@:0(
hrsUT is at 6:00PM SK time andfor example2 :32 onthe 26this actually8:32p.m.on
the night of the 25th. Oneothertransitof specialnoteis a transitof GanymedeBetweel
weatherandschedulingyou usuallyarelucky to seejust onetransitof Ganymededuring
an opposition. Ganymedeis 1.7" in diameterand is fairly dark. | have mistakel
Ganymedefor it's shadow!This transitis very closeto oppositionso the moon anc
shadowwill bein closeproximity. Thetransitwill occurin the southerrpolarregion,anc
from a diagramcreatedby Skytools, you canseethatthe moonfollows the shadowby
only afew arc secondsWe getanaddedbonusof the GreatRed Spottransitingthe disk
atthesametime. A few othertransitsarelistedaswell.

Nov. 26
2:32111.Sh.1.

2:531.Tr.l.



4:35111.Sh.E.

4:381I1.Tr.E.
Dec. 3

6: 08 11L.Tr.1.
6:33111.Sh.l.
7:55111.Tr.E.
8:37111.Sh.E.
Dec. 4
3:55I1L.Tr.l.
4:1311.Sh.1.
6:2811.Tr.E.
6:4911.Sh.E.

Saturnwill be at oppositionon Novemberl9thandwill presenta20.4"disk. It will shine
at magnitude0.5 from it's 8.126 AU distance.Take note of the size of Saturn’sdisk, as
Marswill swellto this sizeduringthis comingsummer’sapparition.Overthis monthyou
will getto seethe shadowof the planeton therings changesidesasour perspectiveangle
changesl amimpressedy how muchtheringsaretippedtowardus, they almostextenc
beyondthe south pole of the planet.l have beenstudyingthe rings when the seein
cooperatesand the more | look, the more subtledetails| canseein the rings. | have
noticedthat the inside edgeof the B ring is slightly darkerthanthe outerportion andit
hasthe look of beingstranded.The width of this regionis about1/3 the width of the B
ring. Cassini’'sdivision demarksthe A ring andif the seeingis good, you can seethe
Enckeminima just aboutl1/2 way out in the A ring. It is a subtledarkeningof the ring.
The Encke gap which about 1/4 the width of the A ring from the outside edge, is
supposedo be all but impossiblein amateurscopes.The Novemberissueof Skyanc
Telescopanagazinehasa good article on the Saturnring system.One tidbit from this
article is that the Cassini’sdivision is only 0.7" arc in width, but is visible in a 60 mm



refractor. The planetitself will showyou a slightly darkerpolar capon the dusky polal
hood. | havenoticeda subtlethin belt in the equatorialregion,and| have observeds
sculptedlower marginto the polar hoodin yearsgoneby. Saturnseemdo standpowe!
betterthanJupiter,sotry high powerson this planetandseewhatyou cansee.

This monthis greatfor planetaryobservingwith the addedbonuse®f the Leonids,or ar
asteroidoccultation.Until nextmonth,clearskies!

‘ ru;piier
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Gan}mledz’/ H)m\}'mede shadow
View from Saskatoon, November 26 at 02:30 UT.

Saskatoon’s New Website Address
by Gordon Sarty <sarty@prana.usask.ca>

Everyone should be aware that the old web senagrais apparently quite sick, so
Saskatoon’s web page has been moved to a new spraeg So the web site is:



http://prana.usask.ca/~rasc/

Books For Sale: The SaskatoorCentrehasa numberof Firefly Books left ovel
form SSSPsalesandthesearenow availableto generalmemberdo purchaset discoun
rates.They makegreatChristmaspresentsThereare only oneor two copiesremaining
of thefollowing titles. ContactDebbieAndersonat 242-8854.

Astronomy Quiz Book - $10.00
Big Bang to Planet X - $10.00
Exploring the Night Sky - $8.00
Exploring the Sky by Day - $8.00
Other Worlds - $8.00

The Universe and Beyond - $20.00
Cosmic Phenomenon - $25.00

Extraterrestrials - $8.00

Sleaford Astronomical Observatory Public Open House

by Les Dickson

The Departmentof Physicsand EngineeringPhysicsof the University of Saskatchewaiheld a very
successfubpenhouseat the SleafordObservatoryon SaturdayNovember4. Over 250 people came out
from Saskatoorand from the Colonsayand surroundingareato visit the 4-telescopeuniversity roll-off
facility. The weatherfavouredus this time, asthe cloud coverand snowfall predictedto comeearly in
the eveningdid not occuruntil we wereall backhomein bed.The crowdwastreatedto excellentviews
of Jupiterand Saturn,the quartermoon,anda numberof deep-skyobjects.AssistingStanShadickanc
his studentswere severalmembersof the SaskatoorRASC: Barb and Jim Young, Mike StephensAl
Hartridgeandhis sonGraham Bill Hydomako,andEllen andLes Dickson.In additionto settingup anc
demonstratinga number of RASC ?scopes,membersprovided parking and crowd control, anc



refreshmentsn the form of hot chocolateand coffee,soft drinks, juice, anddonuts.Theseopenhouse
provide a good opportunityfor the RASC andthe University to showoff our excellentobservingsite

andwe would like to encourag®therRASC memberdo comeout andenjoythemwith us

Notice of the General Meeting of the Saskatoon Centre

Monday, November 20, 2000 at 7:30 p.m.

Room 8313 City Hospital

Presenting

Sandy Ferguson - Edmonton’ s George Moores Astronomy Workshop in
Pictures’

Bill Hydomako - " HOW t0 Plop at Sleaford - A User’s Guide"

U of SObservatory Hours

The U of S Observatory is open to the general public every Saturday from
November through February from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.. Admission if free. The
observatory is located on campus, one block north of the Wiggins Avenue and College Drive
entrance. On clear evenings visitors may look through the 6-inch refractor to the moon, star
clusters, Jupiter, Saturn and other exciting astronomical objects. For further information, phone
therecorded Astronomy Information Line at 966-6429.

| nterested in

Saskatoon RASC



Member ship?

Regular - was $48.00 per year

Youth - was $26.00 per year

It’s never too latetojoin!

If you do notwantto join at this time, askto getonto our FREE 3-monthTemporaryMembershigist.
You will receiveregularmailingsof our Saskatoorskiesnewsletterandwill beinvited to participatein
Centre activities. Members are encouragedto renew early to avoid disruption in publications

Messier, FNGC, H-400 & Binoc Club

MESSIER CLUB

Certified at 110 Objects: R. Huziak, G. Sarty, S. Alexander, S. Ferguson, D. Jeffrey, D.
Chatfield, R. Christie, K. Noesgaard

Wade Selvig 71
Mike Stephens 68
Erich Keser 51
Andrew Krochko 42
Brent Gratias 39
Stan Noble 28

Mike Oosterlaken 28

Lorne Jensen 25



Ellen Kaye-Cheveldayoff 23
Les& Ellen Dickson 20
Debbie Anderson 17

Brian Friesen 15

FINEST NGC CLUB
Certified at 110 Objects. R. Huziak, D. Jeffrey , G. Sarty, D. Chatfield
Scott Alexander 89

Ken Noesgaard 24

Sandy Ferguson 23

Ellen Kaye-Cheveldayoff 17
Mike Stephens7

Mike Oosterlaken 1

HERSCHEL 400 CLUB

Certified at 400 Objects:

Dale Jeffrey WOW- COMPLETED 400
Rick Huziak 376

Darréll Chatfield 295

Gord Sarty 147

Scott Alexander 98

Ken Noesgaard 44

Sandy Ferguson 18

Mike Oosterlaken 7



Chatfield BINOCULAR CERTIFICATE

Mike Stephens 42

Join the Messier, Finest NGC, H-400 & Binocular Club!

Observeall 110 Messier, 100 FNGC or 400 H-400, or 80 Binocular objects and earn your
CERTIFICATES
Thefirst 2 lists canbe foundin the Observer’'s Handbook. The BinocularList & Herscheld00 list will

be availableat eachgeneralmeetingfor 50 cents(coversphotocopying)or can be mailed out on
request to distant members. Eachmonthl’ll bepostingupdates.

Observers Observel

| haven’t received any observing number updates except from Mike S. and Darrell
C. Theweather istill kind of nice - Observersobserve!! Thus| am lending the space
below to an ad!

Send observing numbersto <huziak @SEDSystems.ca>

Executive Members

Please remember that if you are on the executive council, we meet one hour prior to
the General Meeting (6:30 pm) in Room 8313, in order to discuss Centre business. If
you cannot make these times for some reason, please contact President L es Dickson
early enough that he may brief otherson mattersyou may be working on in your
absence.

The Sleaford Observatory

Longitude: 105deg 55 13" +/- 13" W Latitude: 52 deg 05' 04" +/- 08" N, tel.: (306) 255-2045
by Rick Huziak

Recent Work Done at the Site: Work continuesat the site,anda few dayswork from Darrel
Chatfield, Bill Hydomakoand| haveproducedsomefurther completedtasks.We have
not askedfor a large work crew sinceall large tasksfor this year are complete.Only



smallishjobsremain.

Toilet - thetoilet is functional,althoughwe havenot begunusingit sincea user'smanug
needsto be formulated. Come to the November meeting to learn how it works, or
checkout the procedureon our web pagelaterin November.Thereis a small procedur
to follow to assurethat wasteis properly managedand composted Everyone who uses
the toilet will be required to maintain the toilet! So it you do not want to service or
clean the toilet - don’t use it! The toilet room is more or lesscomplete,requiring the
additionof a storagecabinet,andsiliconing of thefloor. This doesnotimpedetoilet use
Theillustration at left showsproper posturefor pooperuse

G. N. Patterson Observatory - work continueson the wiring to updatethe old circuits anc
install local breakersandto upgradethe low voltagelight-bulbs.Bob Christie installec
an outdoorplug on the westside of the building to allow for shorterextensioncord runs
in thatarea.

Warm-up Shelter - wiring has beencompletedin the expansion.Recently,Bill and |
removeda panelto install "always-on"plugsto accommodatéuture computersor othe
equipmentwe do not wantto turn off whenthe main powergoesoff. Whatremainsis to
completewiring at the boxes,finish someexposedbeams,put in a floor, install wall
panelsand book shelves,wire in the handwarmer/drier,and place countertopson the
lockers.The University hasaskedio temporarily placea computerandwarmbox into the
shelterto run somelong-distanceremote control tests.Before we get any complaints
pleaserealizethatthis is temporary andthatin the meantimea computerthatrunsEarth
CentredUniversewill beavailablefor all siteusers.



Winter is on Us - Remembethat during the cold months,you shouldlet someonenow
you are going to the site andlet themknow whenyou expectto return.You may leave
messagesn my answeringnachineandyou can call me 24-hours a day in emergencies
(665-3392) should you or your spouse think thereis a problem.

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE MEETING

OCT. 16, 2000

Room 8313, City Hospital
recorded by Darrell Chatfield <novachat @sk.sympatico.ca>

1. Meeting called to order at 6:42 p.m.
1. Les D. moved that we accept last meeting’s minutes. 2nd by J. Young.
1. Darrell C. moved that we accept the agenda for this meeting . 2nd by Rick H.

1. Jean Dudley said that she cannot take care of the book sales this term because of time
commitments. She gave an RASC calendar to the Post Mistress near her cabin for helping
Jean said that there are a number of Firefly books that did not sell, and recommends that
order from Firefly anymore. She will give a book list to Rick.

1. Les asked those members present if they were willing to stand for another term regarding
position on the executive. Most agreed, except for Brian F. He said because of time consti
would not be able to do another term as Activities Coordinator, but would be willing to helg
needed.

1. Jim Y. gave the financial report. The figures are as follows: General account: $10,357.40;
account: $4804.90; SSSP funds: $1872.51; and telescope fund $2219.53.

1. Jim said our insurance was due on Sept. 30/00. We would need to take a vote from the ge
membership before we pay the bill.

1. Brian F. said that there were 48 tins of pop and some juice boxes left over from SSSP. He
suggested that we take it to the Sleaford open house on Nov. 4/00 and sell it there.

1. Sandy Ferguson talked about cleaning out the library for shelf space. She suggested we k



issue of Sask. Skies, and 1 year of other center newsletters. Everyone agreed. She also n
the membership certificates from National office, and asked if we need to send in names f
certification.

. Les mentioned about getting reimbursement from National office for Alister Ling and Murr¢
Paulson’s’ expenses. Only one was approved. These claims were sent in last year.

. Bill H. asked if we need a key fee to cover maintenance costs. Rick said there was one alr
place. Discussion followed.

. Brian F. adjourned the meeting.

Minutes of the General Meeting

Room 8313, City Hospital
October 16, 2000, 7:30 p.m.

recorded by Al Hartridge, Secretary

. Minutes of previous meeting approved. Moved by Jim Young and seconded by Darrell Chi
and carried.

. Approval of the agenda and addition of new items. Moved by Les Dickson and seconded t
Alexander (Bob) and carried.

. Items arising from the Executive Meeting:

Insurance. It was moved by Les Dickson and seconded by Darrell that we pay the $346.0(
insurance policy.

Items left over from the SSSP will be taken out to Sleaford.

National Office: a certificate is available to members who have been continuous members
period of at least five years. Those interested may apply for this. Key cost for Sleaford
observatory. This may be paid for in service or in cash. An applicant must also be trained |
opening the observatory, running the equipment and also opening and running the facilitie
warm up shack.

. Nominations and Election of the new Executive for 2000- 2001. Those narB&XL.dn are
elected. Non-bold are pending or nominated.

President £ es Dickson



Vice President Barrell Chatfield
Honorary President - vacant
Past-presidentErich K eser
Secretary Al Hartridge
Treasurer Barb and Jim Young
Centre Rep Sandy Ferguson
Newsletter Editor Rick Huziak
Librarians -Sandy Ferguson and Ellen Dickson
Youth CoordinatorAndrew Krochko
Observing Coordinator - Ken Noesgaard nominated
Activities Coordinator - Mike Stephens nominated, but refused - position is Ol
Membership CoordinatorBob Christie
Fundraising CoordinatorRick Huziak
Sleaford Building CoordinatorBarrell Chatfield
Sleaford Site CoordinatorBill Hydomako
Publications / Sales Coordinator - Debbie Anderson nominated
SSSP Coordinatorl-es Dickson
Councilors:
- Mike Stephens

- Brian Friesen



- Scott Alexander (Bob Castor)
- David Ochitwanominated
- Daphne L owden

- Merlyn Melby

. Nominations were moved closed by Jim Young and seconded by Darrell Chatfield and car
. Guests: Halyna Turley (Saskatoon Centre Past-president) and Ron Germaine

. Treasures Report - given by Barb and Jim Young , brought the membership up to date on
balance in the various club accounts.

. Lake Prize, Dept. of Physics and Engineering awarded to one student per year. This is a
subscription to an astronomy magazine of the winner’s choice. This year the student chos:
Journal of the RASC.

. Memberships: if not paid up by the October meeting the newsletter will be cut off.

. Observers Report - Andrew reported that there were only two visits - i.e. two nights during
new moon.

. Meeting was adjourned at 9:24 p.m.



